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ISSUE...

THE CHURCH
& TECHHOLOGY

The church hasn’t always been keen on using
technology. But when the church makes use of
new tech it can help people hear about Jesus for

the first time!

PUTTING PEN TO PAPER

The earliest stories of the Bible were spoken
until the Egyptians invented papyrus and then
parts of the Bible could be written down. In
fact, Paul used papyrus to write to the first
churches. Although a lot of our writing is now
digital, having physical copies of things is still
important, like Bibles, important documents,
and this magazine you’re reading.

MORE BIBLES FOR MORE PEOPLE

Bibles used to be written out by hand — which
could take more than a year! They were so rare
that only church leaders were allowed to read
them. Then, in 1450, the Gutenberg printing
press was invented, which made copying
Bibles much quicker. More people could read
them and learn about God’s love.

TECHNOLOGY FACTS

5.3 BILLION ONLINE

Nearly two thirds of the world
use the internet.

4 HOURS R DAY

People in Nigeria spend over
four hours a day on social media.

THE ONLINE WORLD

Electricity has led to a lot of the
technology you use today: tablets, smart
phones and the internet. When COVID
forced people to stay at home, lots of
churches began to stream their services
online, and use social media to connect
with more people. Today, we can instantly
communicate with someone on the other
side of the world!

WHERE TO NEXT?

Artificial intelligence (Al) is part of our
everyday lives: in search engines, smart
speakers and computer software. Al can
help us to-do things quicker and better
than-we have in the past, but some people
are worried about how it will impact our
lives. Other technologies have been really
helpful in telling people about Jesus, so
how can Al be used for mission?

60% OF UK HOMES

have a smart speaker.
Is there one in your house?

8.5 BILLION SEARCHES \

8.5 billion Google searches are
done each day!

1IN 3 MEDICS

1in 3 medical professionals use
computers to help them diagnose
patients. How cool is that?
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E’ Amelia says: “Have you ever

wondered what it would be
like not to have God’s Word

in your own language? Now imagine what it
would be like to disciple someone without
the Bible in their language - it’s not easy! This
made the start of the translation project in the
Islands really exciting.

At first we were trying to do ministry with
practically nothing, but then each day more
of the Bible was being translated. In the

past we had to wait for the entire Bible, New
Testament, or book to be finished, printed and
shipped, now things are a little more speedy!

We started by releasing

an app called ‘The story of
the prophet Adam’. It had
the first three chapters of the Bible, with
audio and locally inspired art. Many people
can’t read but learn better by listening. We
could share this app with those we met, and
send it on WhatsApp. It’s even on Google
Play, and was downloaded over 1,000 times
in the first month.

ALL Ehe images on tEhis page were
created wikh Artificial Inkevigence
using Hicrosofk Copiwok.

Apps like this mean we are no longer
limited by our language ability. We can use
them to disciple people and share our faith.
When workers share a testimony with a
friend, they can even play them a related
Bible story to help them learn more.

People have to be careful on
the Islands when it comes

to following Jesus. But because everybody
uses their phones so much here, these
apps mean that believers can read God’s
Word without worrying. Looking at your
phone is much less noticeable than reading
a book. So these apps have been vital in
helping God’s Church grow strong.”

Dawn says: “Each translated
text goes through many
stages. It usually takes
several years before it is ready for release
in audio, app, or printed form. This has
been made quicker now we use a computer
program which helps us at each stage.
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EXPLORING
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Niger had a violent change of leadership Although there is religious freedom
% in 2023 which resulted in sanctions* in Niger, pray that God will protect

against the country. Pray for peace. Christians in these difficult times.

U Give thanks that some of these sanctions Pray for those in Niger who face ot o
w have been lifted and pray for wisdom, 09 poverty, that aid will reach those %
that a solution would be found. = who need it most. :

PR T Lte :
pa -!.‘5" € *Sanctions are punishments given when people don’t obey the law




There are about five million Zarma, and they can be found
in western parts of Niger, Nigeria, and in other parts

of West Africa. They are often considered the same as
another people group called the Songhai, but they have
different histories, and use different dialects. Although
they used to practice traditional animistic religion, the
Zarma people converted to Islam in the 11th century.

Pray that the Zarma will be willing to
hear about the good news of Jesus.




ROTHERS ABROAD

A JOURNEY YOU SHOULD FOLLOW

Home Videos Community

Obed, 15, and Mozes, 14, are missionary kids (MKs). They were raised by their missionary parents,
Cees and Mirjam, alongside their sister Rhodé, 21, and brother, Joas, 23, in Zambia and Malawi,
before moving to their parents’ home country, the Netherlands, in 2016. Last summer they moved
with their parents to Uganda, where they are serving among the Karamojong. They talk to us about
the realities of the MK life and making videos for their YouTube channel, Brothers Abroad.

WHAT BROUGHT YOU BACK TO AFRICA?

Mozes: Going back to Africa started as a joke. It
would rain outside and our older brother would
be like, “Yeah, it's time to go back to Africa”.

But then it got way more serious and | vividly
remember the evening our parents sat us down
on the couch and were like, “Is it okay with you
guys if we started to think about moving back to
Africa?” | was stoked.

Obed: So, after we got used to the idea, we
thought about it and we came to the conclusion
that we did want to go back to the
mission field.

Mozes: We went to Uganda for a
visit to see if we would ever move
to Uganda, how it would be. And
we met some AIM people here in
Uganda, and that's how we got the
idea of going with AIM.

WHY DID YOU START YOUR BROTHERS
ABROAD YOUTUBE CHANNEL?

Obed: When we were in the Netherlands, it struck
me that so many children had no idea what was
going on in the missionary world. And | really felt a
passion to show them.

Mozes: We’re showing our supporters a piece
of Uganda, not just the landscape, but also the
people, the culture, what kind of people they are.

Obed: We are trying to give people a picture of
what it is to be a missionary, which is living life

in a different style than you would do in other
circumstances. And on top of that, because it's
us teenagers, | think we're giving people a feel of
what it is to be a mission kid in Africa.

WHAT'S IT LIKE BEING MISSIONARY KIDS?

Mozes: As an MK, you learn to adapt to different
situations and environments easier or quicker
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than most people. For example, you're goingtoa  ARE THERE DIFFICULTIES BEING AN MK?

church in Karamoja, you know how to react. Mozes: You guys, you see the fun parts of being

Obed: | think we have a broader world experience. missionaries, like going to Karamoja or moving
And that leads to a deeper knowledge or deeper here in the first place.

desire to have an impact in the world. Mozes and
| have some really deep discussions about what
we want to do in the world.

Mozes: | think you also get a strong sense of
family and home despite where you live.

Obed: But | think one of the biggest challenges
is knowing that when the day comes we're going
to have to leave and we're also going to leave
behind a lot of friends. It feels like you're not able
to have a really deep friendship because you feel
like you have to leave it behind again.

Obed: It's just like a lot

Mozes: Exactly. Saying goodbye to family and of social media. We often
friends is hard, but the moment you see them only showcase the positive.
again is just so much more valuable. But that's not what it all is.
There's a downside of being an
wBeing a tEhird MK and being in the mission. The

- only thing is that you guys don't hear
cuLture kKid that as often. | think that's just something

and an HK 1is we want to let you know, that there are
somekthin qQ reavLy, sacrifices you have to make. You don't go into

being a missionary if you think it's going to be all

reaLLy speciaL.™ smooth and fun. There are sacrifices. But, you
make those sacrifices for the kingdom of God.

Being a third culture kid and an MK is something
really, really special. These experiences will
shape you for the rest of your life, and in a
positive way. The bonds we create are so
powerful that even over such long distances and
maybe not seeing each other for so long, we're
still able to connect with each other.

There will be hard times, but Jesus warned us
about that. If we want to build the Kingdom of
God, there's going to be sacrifices to make.
And | think being a missionary is one of the
most beautiful things you can do to build the
Kingdom of God.

youtube.com/@BrothersAbroad 9
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When you’ve translated it, why not send us a letter with the answer and use
this code to send your own Bible verse for us to translate.

READER'S lETTER*

Joshua said "l love these Hhings. l've
Avauwn weather on two, & snowmanm,
Christmars, friends, mummy amd wmy

sister." Joshua said he likes the way
we show you what to Ao step by step.

WELL DONE
JOSHUA, YOU
HAVE DONE A
BRILLIANT JOB!

HIS AWESOME PICTURE OF JOSHUA WITH HIS THANKSGIVING SPINNER. §

SEND US A LETTER OR PICTURE BY EMAIL TO

MAILINGS.EUCRIMINT.ORG

@ OR WRITE TO AIM, UNIT 3A BEESTON BUSINESS HUB,
= 8 y) BEESTON SQUARE, NOTTINGHAM, NG9 2JG
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A tasty treat from
Niger made
with raw
rice, soaked
overnight,
cooked ina
masa pan and
served with suya
spice or sugar. Here
is a simpler version with a British twist, that
you can deep fry or air fry. Yummy!

INGREDIENTS

@ 800g plain flour

® 2 thsp sugar

@ 1tbsp fast action

yeast ® "2 tsp salt

@ 500ml vegetable
oil, or an air fryer

TO MAKE

® Mix the sugar, yeast and water in a bowl.

® 1egg, beaten

@ 500ml warm water

@ Sift the flour and salt together and add the
egg. Mix it all together.

® Put in a warm place to rise for 45 minutes.

@ Roll a spoonful of dough into a small ball. Add
more flour if it’s too sticky.

o Ask an adult to help heat the
oil in a wok.

@ Carefully place one dough ball at a time into
the hot oil.

@ Fry until golden brown, turning once.

® Remove with a slotted spoon and allow to
drain on paper towels.

® Heat to 180°.

® Place a single layer of dough balls in the
basket, making sure they aren’t touching.

® Cook for 15 minutes, turning them over
halfway through. Allow them to cool.

Why not try dipping them into
different sauces to see
which is your favourite!
E.g. chocolate spread,
strawberry jam, sugar,
lemon, tomato salsa,
cheese spread...

3¢ CROSSWORD

DOWN:

1. Where do Obed and
Mozes live?

2. What is grown in the
fields of Niger?

3. Arabicand ___scriptare
included in the design of the
Bible translation.

TECHNOLOGY STORIES
MISSION APP
TRANSLATION PAPYRUS

RCROSS:

4. There are about five
larma.

5. Fari masa is cooked in a
pan.

6. speakers contain
artificial intelligence.

BIBLE NIGER
ZARMA INTERNET
YOUTUBE ELECTRICITY
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Q&PAULS LETTERS Z~

1 AM AlREADY BEING POIIRED OUT LIKE A DRINK
OFFERING, AND THE TIME FOR MY DEPARTURE IS
NEAR. | HAVE FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT, | HAVE
FINISHED THE RACE, | HAVE KEPT THE FAITH.”

Paul paused writing. His fingers were
cramping, and his eyes were sore from
squinting through the gloom at the papyrus
sheet before him. The chains clanked as he
strained against them to continue writing.
Luke did his best to hold the papyrus steady
for him. They both knew that there was not
long before Luke would need to go. There
was only so much time his coins would buy
from the Roman guards.

“NOW THERE IS IN STORE FOR ME THE CROWN OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHICH THE LORD, THE RIGHTEOUS
JUDGE WILL AWARD TO ME ON THAT DAY — AND
NOT ONLY TO ME, BUT ALSO TO ALL WHO HAVE
LONGED FOR HIS APPEARING.”

The stylus scratched against the papyrus
as Paul wrote his requests to Timothy, his
greetings to the others who would be with
him. He hoped that Timothy would be able
to visit him before it was too late. The light
of the oil lamp was almost burned out as he
wrote his last words.

“THE LORD BE WITH YOUR SPIRIT.
GRACE BE WITH YOU ALL”

He let out a breath as he leaned back against
the wall. It was done. There was so much more
he wanted to say, but there was no time.

SAY HELLO...

Africa Inland Mission
Unit 3A Beeston
Business Hub, NG9 2JG

+44(0)115 9838 120
mailings.eu@aimint.org

@ AFRICA
INLAND MISSION

AIM is a missionary
organisation that helps
churches send people
to work among Africa’s
people and tell them

the good news of

Africa Infand Mission is a company limited by quarantee
(04598557), a registered charity in England & Wales:

Jesus Christ. (1096364) and Scotland (SC037594)
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“Out!” A rough voice called through the
gloom. Luke embraced the chained man as
well as he could. Then he was gone, letter
in hand. Paul prayed his words would reach
Timothy. One last letter.

Of the 27 books in the New Testament,
Paul is responsible for 13 of them. He wrote
four of these letters from prison. These
letters were sent to various churches and
individuals in the ancient world. They had
enormous influence on what we believe
as Christians and guidance for churches S
which is still followed today. Although N
he travelled widely throughout his
ministry, these letters allowed him
to teach and guide the churches
and individuals he couldn’t visit.
These letters are still read and
used in ministry today.

)

® Give
thanks for the
ministry of Paul and
the impact this has had
on Christians over
the years.

»

@® Give thanks for the technology that
allows us to encourage other Christians
e.g. social media, WhatsApp, phone
calls, email,
video calls.

SIGN UP ONLINE

If you have not already
signed up to receive
future issues of Connect
Junior, sign up online
and you will also get this
lovely Africa map. >




