
WHAT 
CAN WE 
PRAY FOR?_
Malagasy missionaries, Petera and 
Francine, have been involved in reaching 
Antakarana children with Bibles studies. 
Muslim leaders have responded by 
encouraging parents to teach the young 
boys Muslim prayers. Pray for the 
spiritual battle that is being waged for 
the hearts of the young ones. Pray that 
their parents would turn to the Lord Jesus 
too and be able to rebuff the influence of 
Islamic leaders with grace and truth. 

Increasingly the Antakarana people are 
spreading across northern Madagascar 
as they seek work. Pray that as they mix 
with others from different people groups, 
their historic mistrust of other peoples 
would be broken down and that, as a 
consequence, they’d be open to hearing 
the gospel from other Malagasy people, 
as well as to reading Scripture in other 
Malagasy dialects. 

Give thanks that the Jesus Film is 
available in the Antakarana dialect. Pray 
for opportunities to show the film and 
that the Antakarana would not watch it 
just for the entertainment but would allow 
the truth of the story to affect their hearts. 
Pray that in watching the whole gospel 
unfold they would see the hope that 
Jesus offers and recognise what they are 
missing in their lives. 

Incorporated into the Islamic beliefs 
of the Antakarana is their adherence to 
ancestor worship. This is expressed in 
sacrifices that are offered to the ancestors. 
These are often carried out with a 
significant ceremony where possession by 
spirits is welcomed. Pray for protection 
for Christian workers and for ways they 
can share the story of Jesus’ ultimate 
sacrifice and victory over sin and death. 

‘TO EAT’_
Rice is a huge staple food in 
Madagascar. In Malagasy the verb 
‘to eat’ is the same as ‘eat rice’.

FISHING_
Traditionally the Antakarana 
are fishermen, but increasingly 
tourists arrive on Madagascar’s 
north shore for fishing trips. The 
amount of marine life also means 
that snorkelling and scuba diving 
holidays are popular. 

KINGSHIP_
Although subject to all national 
laws and government, the 
Antakarana are also united in their 
recognition of the authority of their 
King who is the living descendant 
of a line of Antankarana royalty 
going back nearly four centuries. 

“Give thanks that the 
Jesus Film is available in 
the Antakarana dialect... 
Pray that in watching the 
whole gospel unfold they 
would see the hope that 
Jesus offers...”

PRAY FOR THE 
ANTAKARANA
_
WHO ARE THEY?
The Antakarana, who are originally of mixed 
Austronesian, African and Arab ancestry, 
settled in the far north of Madagascar in the 
12th century. Their name means ‘People 
of the White Coral Rocks’ as they live in a 
geographically isolated, rocky place. Some 
work as coastal fishermen, and those in 
inland villages harvest rice, raise cattle and 
grow crops on a small scale. Others have 
moved for work in towns and factories. 

WHAT DO THEY BELIEVE?  
During the Merina invasion, when the 
Antakarana were in danger of being wiped 
out, they hid in caves for over a year. Life 
was difficult and many died. Their King 
prayed that if his people survived, they would 
embrace Islam. They found refuge on the 
island of Nosy Mitsio and converted to Islam 
in the 1840s. Now folk Islam is mixed with 
animistic beliefs, with ‘taboos’ adhered to in 
daily life. They see themselves as Antakarana 
before they consider themselves Muslim and 
are proud of their history and culture. 

WHAT IS BEING DONE TO REACH 
THEM WITH THE GOSPEL?  
The history of the Antakarana means that 
they have not accessed the Scriptures 
available in the Merina dialect. At the 
moment, an organisation called SIL are 
in the process of translating the Gospel 
of Luke. Pray the Antakarana would have 
ears to hear the good news in their own 
language. A TIMO team went to serve 
among them on the island of Nosy Mitsio 
from 2014-2016. Now previous TIMO team 
members continue to minister there alongside 
Malagasy missionaries. 

Rice

You can download our prayer PDFs 
from: eu.aimint.org/resources.


